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Christine Stekelenburg 104! 

Happy Birthday Christine! We  celebrated this 

wonderful event along with Christine’s daughter-

in-law Jan and staff on 21 November 2017.         

I have never known anyone who has reached 

this wonderful age and it is a privilege to be in a   

photo with Christine, let alone being around her 

everyday in our residential aged care facility. 

I believe that Christine is the oldest resident in 

our 51 year history as a Company. She has 

been living in our residential aged care facility 

since November 2006, that’s more than eleven 

years, our longest living resident and she lived 

initially in our Allambie Heights Retirement      

Village from 2001 until 2006 when she moved 

into our residential aged care facility.             

What a record breaker! 

The Manly Daily Newspaper visited her on her      

birthday and wrote a wonderful piece which they 

published summarising her history. They stated 

in their article that Christine was born “the same 

year that saw the invention of the bra,          

windscreen wipers, the crossword puzzle and 

Henry Ford’s first moving car assembly line”.  

 

                                                                      

Christine was born in Germany and evacuated to 

the countryside as an infant when the First World 

War broke out. When aged fourteen years, she 

left Germany for Holland to find work and it was 

there when aged 20 that she met her husband 

Tony. They had a son Mark who was married to 

Jan who visits Christine regularly at Allambie. 
 

With the threat of the Second World War in      

Europe, the family moved to the Dutch East     

Indies, to modern day Surabaya, Indonesia. 

Soon afterwards, the Japanese  invaded and 

Christine and Tony were separated and sent to 

prisoner of war camps. Jan stated, “It was a very 

hard time for her, she didn’t know if he was dead 

or alive”. “During that time, they existed on 

grains of rice that the Japanese would throw to 

them and chillies which allowed them to get     

Vitamin C”. They were reunited after four years.  

Following a brief stay in Holland after the war, 

the family returned to Surabaya where they lived 

for 22 years. They moved to Australia in 1956, a 

time when many people from war-torn Europe 

Jim Murray (Facility Manager), Ciarán Foley (CEO)             

& Christine Stekelenburg 

Jan Stekelenburg & Christine Stekelenburg 
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Christine Stekelenburg 104! continued.. 

sought refuge and a new start. They bought a 

corner store in Botany which Christine operated 

for twenty-four years, continuing to do so after 

her husband Tony’s death in 1964. The arrival 

and competition of the Supermarket impacted  

upon the business. Christine subsequently       

accommodated students in her semi-detached 

house at Botany. Later, she moved to the     

Northern Beaches to be close to her son and his 

family who had settled in Elanora Heights. 
 

This story will resonate with so many people. It 

serves as an historical record of how so many of 

our families first arrived in Australia. Many had 

diversified histories before they arrived here, 

many experienced awful hardship, cruelty,     

malnutrition and trauma. 
 

Christine Stekelenburg represents living history.  

I am proud that we are associated with her and 

with her family and that they have trusted us over 

the past 16 years in providing her with quality  

accommodation and quality care at Allambie 

Heights Village.                                                

Happy Birthday Christine, 104 years! 

 

Celebrating our Staff 

Three to four times during the year, the          

Company invites all of our staff to a great night 

out where we can come together and enjoy some 

food, drinks and being together.                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22 September 2017, we had a wonderful 

evening at the Dee Why RSL in an ‘All Clear  

Celebrations’ party to acknowledge the           

outstanding work of our staff during an Influenza 

A Outbreak which we experienced over a sixteen 

day period in September. 

The Department of Health in its Information Brief 

of 22 November 2017, referred to the Australian 

2017 Influenza season as having had the      

highest levels of activity since the 2009            

pandemic year. It was our first experience ever of 

an Outbreak which was experienced in hundreds 

of centres across Australia. I have mentioned in a 

number of speeches since then, how proud I was 

and am of my staff team. The highest accolade of 

recognition was that we kept all of our    continued…  

Smita Singh & Night Pannasri 
Smita, Maya Gurung, Reecha, Sabina Gurung,  

Prasuna Dhakal & Bandana 

Patricia Cearnes, Jim Murray & Cathy Sumner 

Reecha Singh & Bandana Gurung 
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Celebrating our Staff continued.. 

residents alive, some who were very ill.  

On behalf of the entire staff team, I thank those 

relatives who took time to contact us during and 

after the Outbreak to comment on the great work 

of the team and to express their appreciation for 

the immense skill, care, respect, dignity and   

dedication that was demonstrated to all of our 

residents, well and ill over the sixteen days,  

evenings and nights. 

 

Staff Christmas Party 

Another great night out with staff on 1 December 

2017, this time at the Ivanhoe, Manly for the 

Christmas Staff Party. A massive turnout of staff 

and joined by Wendy Kramer, President of the 

Board and Directors Wolfgang Müller and Gerd 

Wilmer. Great meal, drinks, much laughter and 

conversation and some dancing. Another great 

Allambie Heights Village Ltd. staff night out! 

 

Christmas lunch and our     
Annual Staff Concert 
On 13 December 2017, we celebrated Christmas 

lunch with the residents of our Allambie Heights 

Residential Aged Care Facility and Retirement    

Village, relatives and friends. A tasty array of 

Christmas delights were presented by our new 

Chef Manager, James Boyes and by Andrew 

Haskett who has been promoted by Catering  

Industries to the post of Area Manager. Andrew 

will continued to use our base as a central office  

and we gain from having James and Andrew 

working in close proximity.  Continued…. 

“Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail” 

Harald R McAlindon 

Ciarán Foley, Wendy Kramer (President),                       

Gerd Wilmer (Treasurer) 

Clare McAlpine, Virginia Stapleton & Patricia Cearnes 

Berenice Halloran & Bryony French 
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Contact Us:  
Allambie Heights Village LTD, 3 Martin Luther Place, Allambie Heights NSW 2103 

P: (02) 9975 5800          E: general@alhvillage.com.au  
Visit us on the web at www.alhvillage.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas lunch and our Annual Staff Concert continued.. 

Well done James on a great start over the past 

couple of weeks and congratulations Andrew on 

your promotion. 

The Annual Staff Concert, 12 years now in          

operation brought our best and finest (for the most 

part anyway) together in showcasing great          

International bands and singers as well as some 

exceptional Nepalese traditional dancing from 

Sabina. 

Some of us “can’t sing, can’t dance” but we     

somehow still manage to get the job! 

The reaction from the crowd was great and the 

words of encouragement and appreciation were 

overwhelming. What a team of staff we have here 

at Allambie Heights Village Ltd.! 

 

Seasons Greetings 

I wish all Residents, Relatives and close friends, 

Staff, Volunteers, Contractors, Directors and  

Members a wonderful festive season, a Happy 

Christmas and a healthy and successful New Year 

for 2018. 

Ciarán Foley 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Merry Christmas and a              
Happy New Year! 

Kathe Theuerjahr & Trudi Pahl 

Eddie Presley Dennis Richard 

Vicki Kimmorley, Mike Warren & Ian Kimmorley 


